Blotches Series – Week Five


Opening Activity:
Play a game where there is a grid of papers laid out on the floor.  The kids have to attempt to get from one side of the display to the other by walking on the right pieces of paper.  However do not tell them which papers are correct.  Once a kid steps on a wrong paper they are out.  Talk about how it felt to be out of the game because of a mistake.  Ask them what would have helped them to get across easier? (knowing the path).

Story:
Start by reviewing the four prior weeks. 

This week we start by going back to the where this series started, back to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  As we ended the story about them, we left with God looking for them as they hid in the Garden.  As you may remember, God knew what they had done, the fact that they felt guilt and shame were indicators of their action.  They had eaten of the tree.  They had disobeyed.  They had created sin.

God banished them from the garden and consequences were given to Adam, Eve, and the snake.  The worst part of it all was that their relationship was broken.  
Sin was in between their relationship.   So sin passed to all people.

But God promised to fix the relationship by sending someone to pay the price for all sin.  God promised that He would send a King to be the Savior of the World.  

All through history, men like Jonah and Noah warned people that they needed to stop sinning.  They told how they needed to turn to God for forgiveness.  These men were prophets who told that a Savior was coming to make right the sins of the world.

Finally, after years of waiting, Jesus came as a baby.   As he grew, He resisted sin.  As an adult, He began to tell how He was the promised Savior and King.  

Just like the people in the story of Noah did not listen to Noah.  There were many people that did not listen to Jesus.  They said that He was not the Savior and that He was telling untruths about God.  Jesus however kept telling how He was the way to forgiveness and a life with God.  Jesus told that He would pay the price for sin.

The Pharisees even got involved and tried to sway people to see Jesus as a problem.  They joined up with other religious leaders and had Jesus arrested and put on trial.  Their plan was to get Jesus out of the picture and silence Him, but God’s plan was for Jesus to prove them wrong.  God was going to prove Jesus was the Savior.  

Jesus knew what He was facing.  He knew that He would have to take a punishment that He did not deserve.  Jesus was beaten, spit on, mocked, and rejected.  

He was shuffled back and forth between government heads while they tried to decide what to do with Him.  Jesus remained quiet and took all the attacks they made against Him.  When the decision was finally given to normal people like you and me, to decide whether to put Jesus to death or a hardened criminal, Barabbas,  the people chose Jesus to die.

Jesus was innocent.  Jesus was sinless.  Jesus was the promised Savior.

Jesus died on the cross.  

The religious leaders thought they had silenced Him.  

But up from the grave Jesus arose!!!  He had conquered death!  He had conquered sin!  He paid the price and made a way to get to God.  He was the fulfillment of the promise from thousands of years earlier.  

In the opening game earlier, what did you say would have made the game easier?  Hopefully you said that knowing the order of the path would have helped.  So since Jesus is the way to God and forgiveness, do you know what you need to do?  Do you know the pathway to Him?  

Just in case you may be here and not know, let me share the steps you should take to get to God.  They are as simple as A…B…C.

A – Admit:  The first step is to admit or agree that you are a sinner.  By admitting you are a sinner, you are saying you do things that disobey God.  Share Romans 3:10, 3:23.

If you don’t think you sin, then you need to wait before going to the next step.  Keep coming to church and learn more about God and His plan.

Otherwise go to the next step.

B-Believe:  The second step is to believe that because you sin, you need a Savior to forgive you.  Also, believe that because Jesus died and rose again, He has the power to forgive you.  Believe that He is the way to get to God.   John 3:16, Romans 5:8, Ephesians 2:8-9

You can believe that Jesus is the Savior and you can believe that He can forgive but until you do the last step you haven’t acted on that belief.  The third step is necessary. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]C-Confess and Choose:  The last step is to choose to act on your belief that Jesus can forgive you of your sins.   When you choose to trust that Jesus is the way to God, then you need to confess (pray) or tell God that you want to be forgiven, that you want to have Him in your life, that you want to have your relationship with Him to be fixed.    Romans 10:9-10, 1 John 1:9

When you have completed those steps, then you can be confident that God heard you and that He forgives.  Your job now is to live so other people can tell that He is King of your life.  He is in charge. 

Verse: John 14:6

Small Group Questions:

What is something that you believe that you have not seen for yourself?  

The religious leaders did not believe that Jesus was who He said He was.  What are some questions you have about Jesus?

In order to make our relationship right with God, we need to do what three things?

Do a small object talk with the kids.  Have the kids write a sin they recently committed on a coffee filter with a highlighter.  Ask them the following questions:
What does it mean to confess something?
Why do we need to confess, since Jesus already knows our sin?
When you apologize to someone, what do you expect them to do?
When we apologize to Jesus, what does He do?
Have the children spray their sins with lemon juice, the word should disappear.  Explain that when we ask Jesus to forgive the Bible says are sins are forgotten and forgiven.  Psalm 103:12

How does the fact your sins are not only forgiven but forgotten, mean to you?  

What does that teach you about how you should forgive?


Activities:

Oriental Trading has “Forgiven Sign Craft Kits” pkg of 12 for $7.99
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